A survey of medicinal plants of Nandurbar district of Maharashtra, India in regard to their veterinary uses, has been done. While collecting the data, special emphasis is given to the foot and Mouth disease, Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, Maggotted Wounds, Retention of Placcenta, Timpany and Worms, which are the most common animal ailment in the district. After short listing, about 29 plant species are found to be in regular use by various tribal veterinary doctors in the district.
Nandurbar District, a part of the Deccan plateau is situated in the northern part of the Maharashtra state, with an area of 4933 Km.2 between 21oN to 21.32o N latitudes and 73.34o E to 74.31o E longitudes ( Fig.1) it lies in the valley of Tapi and Satpuda mountains. The district can be divided into hilly tracts and undulating pain areas. The hillocks of Satpuda are flat-topped and plain. Highest elevation is recorded at Toranmal hills rising up to 3373 ft. with a lake on its top. Very small part of Narmada basin is towards the west.
The district is made by deccan trape. Tapi River and its tributaries pass alluvial soil, while southern part posses mountainous gravelly soils. Black cotton soil is very common through out the district. Climate on the whole is dry except during Southwest monsoons which begins in June and lasts till about September -October. The average rainfall of the area is 1201.8 mm. the temperature rises in the later part of February, May being the hottest month of the year. The highest temperature recorded is 47o C in May. Relative humidity in monsoon period is 70% and 25-30% in other months.
POPULATION
Nabdurbar district is one tribal district of Maharashtra state.
The Bhils, Gamits, Gavits, Kokanis, Mavachis, Pasvis, Pawaras, Tadavi, Valvis and vasaves are the various ethnic group have their own dialect viz Pavari, Mavchi, Bhili, Kokani etc. The tribal population is about 661,000 making 62.18% of the total population (1991).
Many areas are inaccessible and devoid of modern facilities. Modernization has very little effect on their socio-economic aspects.
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They have their own peculiar tradition, festivals, ceremonies, music, dresses and ornaments.
AIM OF THE STUDY
The knowledge about the plants is normally an inherited property of these tribal doctors. These plant medicines indeed to be brought into lime light as they are the cheapest and readily available remedies for the common ailment of the animals. Animal health-care has been an integral part of Indian tradition and indigenous knowledge. There are many ancient treatises on upkeep of domestic animals; there is also rich oral tradition among the folk.
Our survey has revealed that there is an urgent need for a very detailed survey, for two reasons: 1. Due to lack of recording of the knowledge, there is a danger of it's being lost in course of time as it is only orally transmitted form father to child of rarely from a teacher to disciple:2. The plants identity and preservation pose another problem as many plants are only seasonally available. On the other hand, due to gradual dwindling of the forest, once extensively used plants are now becoming a rare commodity and perhaps might become extinct if not conserved in time.
PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE ON LOCAL FOLK MEDICINE
As such the work on plant medicines in Veterinary uses is meager except a few reports 1-16. To the best of our knowledge, there is no report regarding plant medicines used for common ailment in this tribal district. The present endeavor was therefore aimed to survey the most useful plants used by the tribal of Nandurbar district to cure the common ailments of the animals such as foot and Mouth disease, Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, Maggotted wounds, Retention of Placenta, Timpany and worms. So, 29 plants have been recorded to be in regular use.
METHODOLOGY
The study was performed during 1999-2002 covering 442 villages in the forest area under 6 Tahasils viz Akkalkuwa, Dhadgaon, Nandurbar, Navapur, Shahada and Taloda of the district. The information was collected during field trips on basis of interviews with the tribal doctors. In every 2-3 village, there is a prominent tribal doctor, who treats the cattle in and around his village. Total 74 tribal doctors have been visited. Upon repeated enquires, changing the pattern of questioning like showing the plant collected form one tribal doctor to another of a distant locality and asking him for its use as medicine in skin diseases and vice-versa, it is found that their knowledge about indigenous plant medicines is astonishingly same, indicating their positive validity which is gained over time and trial and error basis, perhaps. All the collections are housed in the herbarium of the G.T.P College, Nandurbar-425412, and Maharashtra, India. 
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